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1. Introduction to Web of Science 1. Introduction to Web of Science

    Web of Science is a globally authoritative academic resource

platform operated by Clarivate. It centers on citation indexing,

supporting academic literature retrieval, analysis and evaluation.

It covers high-quality journals and academic resources in fields

such as natural sciences, social sciences, arts, and humanities.

📚1.1 Overview

⏰1.2 History

    The Science Citation Index (SCI) was founded by

Eugene Garfield. Initially available in print, it aimed

to track academic influence through citation

analysis.

1960s

1990s

    Expanded to include the Social Sciences Citation

Index (SSCI) and Arts & Humanities Citation Index

(AHCI), with gradual digitization.

2000s

onwards

Recent

    Integrated into the online Web of Science

platform. New resources such as conference

papers, patents, and dissertations were added,

along with analytical tools (e.g., JCR Impact

Factor).

    Continuous expansion of resource types (e.g.,

preprints, open-access content) and optimization

of data analysis functions, making it a key tool for

academic evaluation.

📋1.3 Resource Types

Core Collections:

Science Citation Index-Expanded (SCI-E)

Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI)

Arts and Humanities Citation Index (A&HCI)

Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI)

Conference Proceedings Citation Index

Book Citation Index

...

✒️1.4 Disciplinary Coverage

🔬
Natural Sciences
178 disciplines (e.g.,

physics, chemistry,

medicine).

⚖️
Social Sciences
Including economics,

psychology, education, and

more.

🏛️
Arts and

Humanities
Covering literature,

history, philosophy, and

other fields.

🤝
Interdisciplinary

Studies
Supporting cross-

disciplinary research

through multi-database

integration.



    Enter “WoS” or “Web of Science” to search for the database

or just click the entrance link below. 

    If you are a new visitor of the website, click “Register” on the

header of the webpage to create an account. Or you can just

login with your existing account.

2. Access Methods 2. Access Methods

2.1 Universal Access

    To access Web of Science, you can search for it through your

search engine or visit the site directly at

https://www.webofscience.com.

2.2 Access Through SEU Library Website

    If you are a Southeast University student, first ensure you

are connected to the university’s WLAN or VPN. Then, log in to

the Southeast University Library website at

www.lib.seu.edu.cn. 

2.3 Signup and Login

First time? 
   Enter your email

address, password

and name to sign up.

    Or enter your email

address and password

to sign in if you already

have an account.



    For a quick search or if you are a first-time user, simply select

the Smart Search tab.

1. Select search scope:

All Databases or Core

Collection

2. Enter keywords for documents,

researchers or other items. Press

Enter or click the search button.

3.2 Quick Access

    Use Advanced Search for complex queries. Web of Science

provides 3 ways to search for documents with complex details,

including Field Search, Query Builder and Cited References.

1. Click “Add row” to add

a condition. Select a field

(e.g., topic, author, title)

and enter your keywords.

2. Click “Add date range”

to add a condition for

publication or index date

(optional).

3. Combine multiple

conditions using AND / OR

/ NOT boolean operators

and click “Search” to

start the query.

3. Search Functionality 3. Search Functionality

3.1 Smart Search

    The home page also displays your recent search history and

your latest subscribed alerts.

3.3.1 Field Search

3.3 Advanced Search

    The Field Search feature allows you to search for records

within specific fields such as title, topic, author, or institution. It

helps refine your results by targeting precise information

relevant to your research.



3. Preview your query expression

here and edit it manually if you

like. Then click “Search” to run

your query.

    Here is a brief

explanation of the

field tags in the query

language. Follow the

guides to build your

search expressions.

3. Search Functionality 3. Search Functionality 

3.3.3 Cited References3.3.2 Query Builder

    Query Builder uses a special query language, enabling users

to construct complex queries with multi-level boolean

operations or precise mappings with wildcards.

1. Add search terms(field

types, keywords and

boolean operators), then

click “Add to query”.

2. Reuse or edit your past

queries from Session Queries

if you want.

    You can search cited references to find all publications that

have cited a specific work. This helps you explore its influence

and analyze the citation network for deeper research

connections.

    Just like Field Search, you can add terms to the query and

combine them with boolean operators. The fields represent the

information of the cited work, including Cited Work, Cited

Author, Cited DOI.



3. Search Functionality3. Search Functionality

    Select a field type (name, author identifier

or organization) for your query and enter

the keywords. Then click “Search” for the

following results.

3.3.4 Researcher Search

    The Researcher Search feature allows you to find

researchers by name, author ID, or affiliated organization. It

provides detailed profiles showing publications, citation metrics,

and collaboration information to help evaluate and connect

with scholars.

Filters by categories,

authors, affiliations, etc.

Name, organizations

and location

Click to see recent

publications

3.4 Document Search Results

Narrow down your

results with filters by

databases, publication

years, document types,

authors, etc.

Add more recommended

keywords to the query for

further refinement.

Copy the query link to share

with others or save to your

browser’s bookmarks.

Create an alert for the query so

that Web of Science can notify you

by email when new documents

matching the query are published.

Sort the results by relevance,

citations, date, document title,

author, etc.



    After searching and finding the

literature you want to download,

click “Full Text at Publisher” for

the full text from the publisher.

4. Downloading and Reading 4. Downloading and Reading

    Aftering being redirected

to the publisher’s official

website, click the “PDF”

button to complete the

download.

    At the same time, most publishers’ official websites support

online reading.

    Click “Full Text From Publisher” to go to the publisher's website,

and scroll down to read the full content of the article.

Just scroll down to start your journey!

4.1 Downloading an Article

    Web of Science itself does not support full text download,  so

you can only download an article from the official websites of the

publisher. Different publishers have different downloading

methods. For example, for this paper:

4.2 Reading an Article



1. Select the

documents you want

to learn more about.

2. Select the file

type to export

here.

4. Downloading and Reading 4. Downloading and Reading

    If you don‘t want to download the full article but only need to

access certain information:

3. Click “Export” to

export the

information.

    In the popup dialog:

1. Clicking the content in the box on the upper image will bring

up the dropdown menu in the image below. The menu contains

preset download options for you to choose from, and you can

also click the “Edit” button to customize the download

content.

2. Click “Export”

to complete the

download.

4.3 Exporting Certain Information



1. Click the

downward arrow

next to the journal

name in the Source

row, then select

“View Journal

Impact” in the popup

menu.

5. Remarkable Features 5. Remarkable Features

    Imagine reading a research article and being curious about

the reputation of its publishing journal. Instead of opening

another tab or searching elsewhere, you can instantly check

the Journal Impact Factor within the same interface.

2. Check out the

detailed information

of the journal,

including the Journal

Impact Factor.

3. To view the full

Journal Citation

Report, click the link

below.

    Web of Science is the official publishing platform for Journal

Impact Factor, ensuring the data is authoritative and reliable.

The impact factor you see here is a recognized benchmark in

academia worldwide. 

    The JCR page allows you to view a journal’s impact factor,

citation metrics, and subject rankings to assess its academic

influence. Here you can find:

5.1 Integrated Impact Factor Viewer 5.2 Journal Citation Reports(JCR)

Journal Impact Factor(JIF)

Journal Citation Indicator(JCI)



5. Remarkable Features 5. Remarkable Features
Citation Distribution

Open Access

Rank by JIF and JCI

Citation Network

Journal Citation Relationships

...

    With integrated impact factor viewer and JCR, Web of

Science seamlessly connects paper search with journal

evaluation, allowing you to instantly evaluate the authority and

influence of its publishing platform while researching literature,

providing key decision-making support for your submission and

academic reading.


