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Abstract Purpose/Significance The academic innovation included theoretical innovation method innovation etc. This paper aimed to
study the type of index innovation and summarized the characteristics of the diffusion and re—innovation of index innovation. Method/
Process Taking h index as example this paper carried out an empirical research using diffusion theory main path analysis and citation
network analysis. This study analyzed the diffusion and re—innovation of h index from the spread of h index main path analysis the re—
innovation of derivative indexes and the diffusion network of subjects. Result/Conclusion The process of h index re—innovation was short
period and different stages had diverse re—innovation driving force. The current diffusion span was wider than structural holes. The diffusion
structure between disciplines was typical multi—disciplinary radiation and the central disciplines were divided into innovation source disci—
plines innovation input—output disciplines and innovation output disciplines. The mode of diffusion between the center and the edge disci—
plines was single diffusion or bidirectional diffusion. The derivative index was the main form of re—innovation. And in the field of applied
science medicine was special and active.
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